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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING.
e otk ke ok Ao sk R R R ok
i with this 1 but aside f 2
THE SECOND YEAR with this issue, but aside from a few
extr:cgigﬁ B;ﬁTﬁaﬂﬁg no particular effort to celebrate. Fancy anni-
Tersary {esues are all right for fanzines which come out more frequent-
ly, but it would be silly to make a great to-do over a mere four issues.
However, 17 The Acolyte is able to continue for that long, I guarantee



HOMES AND SHRINES OF POE
by H. P. Loveoraft

(Note: This artiole originaiie :
ginally was published in the Winter 1934
tesue of The Celifornian, an NAPA magazine, end is reprinted here throu-
gh the oourtesy of Hyman Bradofsky and iugust Derleth.)
~00o—-

Bsoguse of Poe's migratory life, the number of houses and sites
gosoolated with him is very grea:, lLany are known, but only & few are
properly mrked'or restored cs skrines, The site of the cheap boarding
heusé in Boston's South End, whers in 1809 he was born to & pair of
strolling players, bears a bronze tablet with %ue simple faots; and at
one time tha junotion near it--Brocdway and Carver Street--was named
"Edgar Allan Poe Square”.

In 1811 Poe's mothér, then aoting in Richmond, died and left
bim to be adopted by the weelthy local merchant John 4Allan. She was
then stopping at a smell dbriok ocottago in the rear of the theatriocal
boarding-house on the northwest ocorner of Main and 33rd Sireots. This
oottage (and the boarding-house as well) is still standing thouﬁh -
parxed. The distriot, inhabited by negroes, is very squalid. g, Poe
vas buried in St. John's ohurchyerd at Broad and 24th Streets, and her
greve wes sultably marked in 102%.

Tke Allan home intc which the ohild was taken, a three-story
brick house at 14th Btreet ani Tokaooco Llley, is still standing, though
long ago oonverted into a alcp und now deserted end 'mmarked,

The Pce sites ir E.gland and Suotlard, wuere youug ECgar was
taken by his fosier-parents und where lLie remained from 1315 %o 1830,
aré not marxed or gene:ally krown. The schoecl at Stokesilewingicn
virdly desvribed in the story Viillam Wilson, has loang been dn

Wasn t%8 Allanes returned to Richscnd, their riret permarent
home--after & sumer =t L3 tygone and un
pertaer at F:ra=klin 'and Secoud Streeius--was et Cley and Fifth Streets.
Ti's heuse has vanished, end the site is umeriec. In 1835 Mr. Allen
puzchused 410 mension oellevd Moldsria at ain and Fifth Streets, and it
{8 thire that t2e rost jwpoxtaan c:isis In Pee's lifs ooouxed. Thls
heuss giso is demol ishe? withous the merking of the silte.

Poe's br.ef pariod at the University ¢f Virginia in Charlottes-
ville is, fortunately, well ocomuemmozated. His zoca ot 13 West Range
fe fi4ted wp es it was Guring hic touancy, and above %the door :ls_a,
Plegue zeading "EDGAR ALLAN POE--MDCCOYXVI--LOw'JS PARVA MAGYI POETARY,

Afier Poe's orecoh with hi. cuardian, he euntered tne army a8 a
tomon solllexr; and many of the milltary landmarks connooted w:_th Liil——
Pt Indepandenoce in Boaton Harbour, Fert Moulirie or Sullivan's Island
in Cauleston Harbour, ead Foricess Mourcs, Virginia--sarviza, though
Without Pos tatlets.

Dischavsea from the army, Poe stayed fox a time with his blood-
telatives in Bzitimore. The hougse was in Hechanics Row, Milk Street,
and hag vanished witaout commessration. Ja 1830, aiter a brief rein-
siatsuent in the Allan home, Foe went to Veet Pcint: but no marker re-
Buina {6 reocoxé hio soioirn in Room 38, Souta Ba.g:ra.c!.'s. After e pre-
T3ty o0 Hovibay e veivmed b e KL Strvor bosas, tn Teles
{m . e eat e’ e Temnove sh h 1

TeaTooncs, dn et o ity Biwet, wnich is svill stend-

wordowed brivi hoiee at 3 amlt

vz rvad ] »
o "'ﬂ% Pce Went to Pichmond with his sunt Mrs. Clemm and her
devghter Virminia. having marricd vhe latter. The family lived at a
besrding-house :n Bank ctreet, Capitol Squave, which has dise,ppeare?.
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and whose site is unmarked.

Early in 1837 Poe and his family migrated to New York City, liv.
ing at the corner of Sixth Avenue and Waverly Place in Greenwioh Vill.
agi. where no trace of his tenancy remaine. In the epring he moved to
13} Carmine Street, & site 8till commonly associated with him, though
neither house nor marker exista.

In August 1838, the family began ite six years' residence in
Philadelphia. The firet two stopping places were boarding-houses sit-
uated respectively at Twelfth Street above Arch, and on the northeast
corner of Fourth and Arch; neither site now possessing the original
house or any tablet. In September they moved to a small house--also
gone and uncommemorated--in 16th Street near Locust. Late in 1839 or
early in 1840 another move was made--to a briek house of three stories
at the junotion of Coates Street and Fairmount Drive, overlooking the
Schuylkill. Though without & marker, this building is 8till standing,
unlese very recently destroyed.

Some time before the end of May 1843, Poe transferred his house-
hold to the cottage now restored and opened as a shrine. Here, amidsy
an environment then village-like and semi-rural, he perform:ed consider-
able work of importance. When he left it in the spring of 1844, it was
t0 go to New York once more for the final phase of his tragically brief
career.

The firet haven in Poe's second New York period was Morrison's
boarding-house on the northwest corner of Greenwich and Albany Streets;
an ancient briok bullding which had onoe been the Planters' Hotel, fav-
ored by Southern visitors. This structure still exists in good condit-
ion as a restaurant; though there is no tablet to indicate Poe's conn-
ection with it. The poet himeelf soon resigned the Greenwich Street
Quarters exclusively to his wife and aunt; taking a roou of hie own at
4 Ann Street, where all traces of his presence are swept away.

When summer came the family was reunited in the rustic Blooming-
dale region then far north of the compact town; bo@rding at a farmhouse
which stood on a knoll near what ies now the busy interseotion of Broad-
way and 84th Street. The house has of course long since vanished, nor
does any marker amidst the babel of shops and apartments attest the
fact that The Raven was oompleted on that spot.

In November Poe left the country and took quarters in a Green-
wich Village rooming-house at 15 Amity Street. Neither the house nor
any marker exists at present. In May 1845, a removal to 195 Broadway
wae effected. Here the whole family lived in extreme poverty, sharing
a single back room in a run-down tenement long ago destroyed and for-
gotten., By midsumuer a change for the better was made--a return to
Amity Street, this time at No. 85, which like so many other Poe abodes
has sunk without trace. In the epring of 1846 the family returned
briefly to the Bloomin%dale farmhouse, woving later to another rural
boarding-place at Turtle Bay, where the present 47th Street meets the
East River. This was a large farmhouse, of which no vestige or memor-
ial nown:urvives. N

e next and final move--near the end of May 1846--

famous Fordham cottage. This small but shapely fagmhoug;.wgg :.g ;ggly
19th century type common in the region, was in Poe's time situated
amidet a countryside of the greatest poesibl. beauty. Here, early in
1847, Poe's wife died; and it was still the family home when the poet
bimgelf expired in 1849, In time the expanding metropolis engulfed
the district, and the cottage was hemmed in by new buildings. In 1913
the oity purchased the edifice as a public museum and mwoved it north-
ward about 450 feet to the oroseing of the Grand Concourse and Kinge-
bridge Road, in a emall park named for Poe. By 1931 its restoration
wa@ complete, and the surrounding landscape was made to resemble its
original setting as closely as possible. It is furnished just as it
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