CORLAPSING COSMOSES

Dem Bore glued each of his six eyes to the lenser of the
cosmosenpe. His nasal tentacles were orange with fear, and his
atttenpae Buzzed hoarcely as he distated his report to the oper-
ator tetnd nim, "It has come!™ he cried. "Tha® blur in the
etNéF can be ncthing less than & flset from cutside the space-
Liie- contiruar we know, Nothing like this has over appeared
Yorére. It mist ts an enemy. Give the alarm to ‘the Inter-Commic
Ohambér of Commerce. Thare's no time %o lose~-aw thls rate
tMey*1Y be upon wa ir less than six centuries. Fak Ni must .have
a chence tc get the Zleev in action at once'. .

I glanced tp .from the Windy City Grah-Bagz, which had be-
entled’ my. inmotive peace-time days in the Super-Galactir Patrol.
The handsome.yourg uegesahle, with whom I had shared my bowl
of -¢aterpillar custard since earliest inTancy, and with whom I
had ‘been:thrown: out of-every joint in the inter-dimensional
city-of Kastor~Ya, had really a worried look upcn his-lavendar
face. After-he had giwen the alarm we jumped on our ether-bikes
and hestened acruss, to the outer planet on which the Chamber
held its gesglens, _ .

, _.Wi%ain the Great Gompci] Ghamber, which measured twenty-
aight squarg feet (with quite.a high ceiling) were gathered
delegates £3om all.the thiZty-seven galaxies .of our immediate
uniyersa, A1l Stof, Fresjident of the Chamber ané representative
of the Mii}iner's Soviet, raised his eyeless snout with dignity
and prepared ,fo addrﬁss.ﬁhgiassembled miltitude., He was a high-
1y . developed protozoan .organism from Nov-Kas, and spoke by
aitting  alterndate waves of heat and cold.. _

" MGentlemeh," he radiated, "g terrible peril has come upon
us; which*'1 £zel I midt vring to your attention.™

Everybody applauded riotously as a wave of excitement
rippled through the varigated audience; those that were hand-
less slithering their tentacles together.

He continued: "Hok-Wi, erawl upon the dais!”

There was a “hurdarous silence, during which a faint
prompting was kaard from the dizzy summit of thée platiorn.
Hak-Ni, the yellow-furred and valorous comander of our ranks
through numercus installrents, ascended to the towering peak
inches -abowa the flocr.

"My friends---" he began, with an eloquent scraping of his
pogterior limbs} "These treasured walls and pillars shall not
mourn on my account..." At this point, one o his humercus rel-
atives chesred. "Woll €o I remember when..."

011 Stof interrvpjed him, "You have anticipated my thoughbs
and orders, Go forth and win fpr dear .old Inter~Cosmic!"

- Twg paragraphs later faund us soaring out past innumerable
stars toward ‘a’ faint blur half a million light-years long which
marked the presence aof the hated enemy whom we had not seen.
What monsters of malformed grotesquery seethed out there amohg
the moons of infinity, we really didn't know, but there was a
malign menace in the glow that steadily increased until it
spanned the entire heavens. Very soon we made out seperate ob=-
Jects in the blur. Before all my horror-stricken vision-areas
there spread an endless array of scissors-shaped space~ships
of totally unfamiliar form.

Then from the direction of the enemy there came a terr-
ifying sound, which I soon recognised as a hail and a challenge.
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An answering thrill crept through me as I met with upgifted
amtennae this threat of battle with a monstrous intrusion

wpon out fair system from unknown outside abysses. At the
sound, which was something like that of a rusty sewing-machine,
only more horrible, Hak-Ni too raised his snout in defiance,
radiating a masterful order to the captians of the fleet. In-
ghkcnitly the huge space-ships swung into bettls fommaetion, with
déily = hundred or two of them many light-yea~s out of line....
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